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Background
• RCW 47.01.440 VMT reductions
• RCW 70A.45.020 GHG reductions
• WSDOT duties, RCW 47.01.078
• 2021 State Energy Strategy calls for reducing Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT)

Use energy more efficiently 
and decarbonize 
transportation energy
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=47.01.440
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.45.020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=47.01.078


VMT Reduction Proviso
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$500,000 of the multimodal transportation account—state appropriation is provided solely for the department 
to partner with the department of commerce in developing vehicle miles traveled targets for the counties in 
Washington state with (a) a population density of at least 100 people per square mile and a population of at 
least 200,000; or (b) a population density of at least 75 people per square mile and an annual growth rate of at 
least 1.75 percent as determined by the office of financial management. Given land use patterns are key factors 
in travel demand and should be taken into consideration when developing the targets, the department and the 
department of commerce shall partner with local jurisdictions, regional transportation planning organizations 
and other stakeholders to inventory existing laws and rules that promote transportation and land use, 
identify gaps and make recommendations for changes in laws, rules and agency guidance, and establish a 
framework for considering underserved and rural communities in the evaluation. The department and the 
department of commerce shall provide an initial technical report by December 31, 2021, an interim report by 
June 22, 2022, and a final report to the governor and appropriate committees of the legislature by June 30, 
2023, that includes a process for establishing vehicle miles traveled reduction targets, a recommended suite 
of options for local jurisdictions to achieve the targets, and funding requirements for state and local 
jurisdictions. 



Technical report (Dec 2021)

• Purpose
• Proviso counties
• VMT targets
• Land use & transportation connection
• Opportunities
• Outreach
• Next steps

https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-01/VMT-Targets-Technical-Report-December2021.pdf
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-01/VMT-Targets-Technical-Report-December2021.pdf


Interim report (June 2022)

Topics:
• Partner survey and interviews
• Identify actions for VMT reduction for 

comp plan updates
• Background information on local target 

setting 
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Survey & interviews—successes 
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Case studies
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VMT reduction actions
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https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/erocgtpv3acyxv2m9bcb59c38s13qqjb
https://www.transportationefficient.org/
https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/planning-guidance/land-use-transportation-planning


Local target setting approaches

• California Senate bill 375
• Colorado GHG targets
• Housing targets
• Mode-split targets
• Other? 
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=200720080SB375


Final report (June 2023)

• Process for setting local targets
• Funding analysis
• Engagement
• RCW and WAC change suggestions
• Final recommendations
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Contact
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Alon Bassok
Senior Special Project Planner
WSDOT Multimodal Planning
Ph: 206-515-3861
Alon.Bassok@WSDOT.WA.GOV

Celeste Gilman 
Strategic Program Administrator 
WSDOT Active Transportation 
Mobile: 206-492-0993
gilmanc@WSDOT.WA.GOV

mailto:Alon.Bassok@WSDOT.WA.GOV
mailto:Celeste.Gilman@WSDOT.WA.GOV

